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[ Cooperation with the United Nations, its representatives and
mechanisms in the field of human rightsl] Report of the Secretary-

General (P46,47)& Y Hii

32. In May 2018 it was reported that Ms. Ito and Human Rights Now
continue to be targeted due to their cooperation with the United Nations.
On 9 March 2018, during a videotaped session of the House of
Representatives Committee on Cabinet, a member of the Diet and Liberal
Democratic Party addressed government representatives where she
characterized Human Rights Now as “(a)n organization that makes use of
the United Nations and other [international forums] to spread around the
world the fabricated information that the “comfort women” of the
Japanese army were sex slaves, and does that with lots of enthusiasm;
that’s what Human Rights Now is.” Human Rights Now had organised a
side: event on “comfort women” at the Commission on the Status of
Women. The Diet member also reportedly requested the Diet to “control
NGOs’ international forms of speech” in their collaborative activities with
the United Nations and said, “it is obvious that there are people trying to
use propaganda to discredit Japan,” which was reiterated on social media.
Human Rights Now sent two letters to the Chairman of the House of
Representatives Committee on Cabinet and to the Liberal Democratic
Party on 27 March 2018 regarding these allegations. The Government of
Japan responded on 15 August 2018 that “it asked both the Liberal
Democratic Party and the Secretariat of the House of Representatives
about the letters mentioned. The Liberal Democratic Party replied that it
cannot confirm if it received the letter because it has no information on
which department of the Party the letter was addressed to. The
Secretariat of the House of Representatives replied that the chairman has
not responded to the letter from that organization.”

HiL : BEAESSHABEESEEFR (OHCHR) HPEBHOLRGES
http:/ /ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/41
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